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TiLT Project Goals and Activities

• Advance equitable teaching and learning practices that 
reduce systemic inequities in higher education by:

1. Promoting students’ conscious understanding of how they learn

2. Enabling faculty to gather, share and benefit from current data 
about students’ learning by coordinating their efforts across 
disciplines, institutions and countries

https://www.tilthighered.com/

https://www.tilthighered.com/


Transparent Teaching Methods

• Require effective written and oral communication

• Focus on the how and why

• Use common language – make sure students know what you 
mean

• Are explicit

• Include how what you want students to do will help them 
learn (connect to course outcomes)

Adapted from: Carruth, Laura (2024). TILT: Using Transparent Methods to Promote Student Learning and Success. 
[Workshop presentation]. CTL Workshop, Atlanta, GA



Transparent Teaching Methods

• Examples
• Discuss assignments’ learning goals and design rationale before students begin
• Invite students to participate in class planning, agenda construction
• Gauge understanding during class via peer work that requires application of 

concepts
• Explicitly connect “how people learn” data with course activities when students 

struggle at difficult transition points
• Engage students in applying the grading criteria that you’ll use on their work
• Debrief graded tests and assignments in class
• Offer running commentary on class discussions to indicate what modes of 

thought or disciplinary methods are in use

https://www.tilthighered.com/transparent-methods

https://www.tilthighered.com/transparent-methods


Facets of TiLT

Purpose

TaskCriteria

• Purpose
• Relevance to students’ lives
• Connection to learning outcomes

• Task
• Clearly define what to do and how 

to do it

• Criteria
• Checklist or rubric
• Examples of high- and low quality 

work



Example 1

• What is the purpose?

• What is the task?

• What is/are the criteria?

How could this assignment 
be made more 
transparent?



Example 1 – TiLTed



Example 2
CHEM 1212K







Tools For TiLTing

• Transparent Assignment Design Template for Teachers

• Checklist for Designing Transparent Assignments

• Bloom’s Taxonomy Assignment Cues

https://www.tilthighered.com/transparent-methods

https://bdl2jezatgadvbda.public.blob.vercel-storage.com/pdf/Transparent%20Assignment%20Design%20Template%20for%20Teachers-P8byfuQgOHi8pcDuEskS71dvh5XbcR.pdf
https://bdl2jezatgadvbda.public.blob.vercel-storage.com/pdf/Checklist%20for%20Designing%20Transparent%20Assignments-rarHUjD2KFfDtncV5mie3uBuD7PMwp.pdf
https://bdl2jezatgadvbda.public.blob.vercel-storage.com/pdf/Assignment%20Cue-OHjAcGqnvNTl0IY9fu8JFDcA3BPWBE.pdf
https://www.tilthighered.com/transparent-methods
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